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REE: ROME 13132 

1. AS REFTEL INDICATES, ITALIANS HAVE EOR SOME TIME SUPPORTED 
UTILIZING THE WEU AS A EORUM TO ENTICE FRENCH INTO MEANINGFUL 
DEFENSE POLICY DISCUSSIONS WITH THE IDEA THAT IT MIGHT SERVE 
AS THE NUCLEUS FOR EVENTUAL EUROPEAN DEFENSE UNITY. ITALIAN 
PREFERENCE EOR WEU HAS HERETOEORE BEEN PREDICATED ON BELIEF THAT 
FRANCE WOULD NOT AGREE TO BECOME ASSOCIATED WITH EUROGROUP 

OR ANY OTHER EORUM WITH NATO COLORATION. 

2. EMBOFE, IN DECEMBER 3 CONVERSATION WITH DA RIN (MFA NATO 
OFEICE CHIEF), TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO REFER TO RECENT ERENCH AND 
GERMAN PRONOUNCEMENTS ON QUESTION OF EUROPEAN DEEENSE UNITY 
AND TO INQUIRE AS TO ITALIAN INTERPRETATION THEREOF. EMBOFF 
COMMENTED THAT HE HAD BEEN STRUCK BY RECENT INDICATIONS THAT 
FRENCH MAY BE RETHINKING ENTIRE SUBJECT AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT 
ENTIRELY RULE OUT SOME TYPE OF FRENCH AFFILIATION WITH THE 
EUROGROUP. HE ADDED THAT ERENCH CONCERN OVER BEING LEFT 

OUT OF THE EUROGROUP'S ARMS PROCUREMENT COOPERATIVE EFFORTS 
MIGHT WELL CAUSE A FRENCH REASSESSMENT, PARTICULARLY IP THE 
FRG REMAINS PIRM IN ITS RESERVATIONS OVER THE WEU. 
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2. DA RIN SAID IT WAS STILL TOO EARLY TO PREDICT WHAT THE FRENCH 
WILL ULTIMATELY DECIDE. THE GOI POSITION ON THE MATTER IS 
FLEXIBLE, HE EMPHASIZED. THE ITALIANS ARE NOT WEDDED TO THE 
WEU CONCEPT. INDEED, THEY WOULD GLADLY SUPPORT THE EUROGROUP 
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AS THE VEHICLE FOR DEFENSE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE FRENCH, AS IT 
MORE CLOSELY ACCORDS WITH THE ITALIAN POSITION THAT PROGRESS IN 
EUROPEAN UNITY SHOULD BE MADE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE EXISTING 
ATLANTIC PARTNERSHIP. VOLPE 

NOTE BY OC/T: EXDIS CAPTION ADDED PER S/S-0,MISS. ELTZ. 1 1/04/73 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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